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Dedications  

 

This book is dedicated to  

Mums, Netflix and Smith’s Chips 

Also all the dogs in the world  

Shout out to Yogi  
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Prologue 
 

The doorbell rang. 

“Oh my god she’s here” mumbled Vance as he frantically ran down the stairs to open the door. 

As the door swung open Vance’s eyes met with the ones of Autumn Foster. 

“Uhhh, come in I guess,” Vance said as he opened his arm to gesture her in. 

Autumn awkwardly strolled in, her long light brown hair swung over her shoulder exposing her 

freckles and piercing green eyes. Autumn began to walk up the stairs and Vance followed 

closely behind her. Vance squeezed past Autumn once at the top and reached for the door 

handle which revealed his room. 

“Umm, do you want to get started on the assessment. I set everything up before you came.” he 

awkwardly stated. 

Autumn responded with a small nod and tied her hair back into a messy bun. Vance pulled out 

the task sheet and as soon as they were getting started a yell came from downstairs. 

“Vance! Get down here now, I know you can hear me.” 

Vance’s posture changed almost immediately and he stood up and walked over to Autumn. 

Heavy footsteps were thundering up the stairwell. Vance pulled Autumn's arm and gestured her 

to stand up. 

“There you are, I asked you to come downstairs you useless boy!” an older woman yelled at 

Vance. 

“Mum, I’m working on a school project so I can’t really help you right now!” stuttered Vance 

who’s head hung low. 

“Who is that?” Vance’s Mother questioned, sounding panicked once she noticed the specks of 

discoloration on Autumns skin. 

“She’s my partner for science.” Vance mumbles. 

“Get out of my house you demon before you kill us all!” The mother grasps Autumns forearm 

and pulls her away from Vance’s side towards the stairwell.  

“Mum! Stop!” Vance screamed at his Mum. 

Vance’s anger couldn’t be tamed, his knuckles clenched and turned white. 

He raced towards the pair and pulled on Autumns jacket causing his mum to lose grip and 

tumble down the stairs. Autumn and Vance stand motionless, almost as motionless as his now 

crippled mother who lay unconscious on the hard wooden floorboards. 

“CRAP!” Vance and Autumn shout simultaneously with panic plastered on their faces. 

Vance hesitates and runs downstairs grabbing the car keys and wallet from his mother's 

handbag.  

“Foster are you coming or not?” They sprint out the front door, slamming it behind them. Vance 

digs into his pocket pulling out the keys to the blue hilux.  
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Chapter One: Vance 

 A Night to Remember 
 

“I can’t believe that I killed my mother, it was self-defense but in court an 18-year-old boy with a 

floppy haircut against a frail old lady with psychopathic tendencies who are they going to 

believe? Not me at all.”  

I hear stifled sobs from the girl sitting next to me with her head in her hands, Autumn was 

probably scared out of her mind, I slowly turned my eyes from the road and faced her. 

 “Hey! You know it's fine! We will be fine! My mum is going to be fine and we have money and in 

court, I have a really good fake crying face and I swear I won't let you go to jail! Not that we are 

going to jail I don’t know why I said that but its chill.” 

“Stop stop stop, just stop talking, your making my head hurt” Autumn exclaimed.  

I made a face. “Comforting people is not my strong point if you haven’t guessed already.” 

Autumn wiped her tears and let out a laugh, “Nothing about this situation is funny I have no idea 

why I laughed” she said.  

“What are we going to do now?” Autumn asked 

“I don’t know” I replied honestly  

“We have to get out of Sydney just until the heat dials down,” I continue  

“ Maybe we should go somewhere else, what about Melbourne I have a unit there we can stay 

in” Autumn states,  

“Alright sounds like we are going to Melbourne”  

I focused my attention on the road again and slowly became to tune out - a thumping in the 

back of the car bought my attention back to reality.  

“What the hell was that” asked Autumn.  

“Check!” I said growing worried. 

She whipped her hair around and shouted in my ear “IT’S A DOG!” 

I served the old pickup truck off the road and blinked a few times.  

“I’m sorry, did you say a dog” I blinked uncertainty. 

“No I said it was a little cat, yes you idiot a dog” Autumn fired back. 

I looked at the fuel gauge and thought of an idea. 

“No just leave it we are about to run out of petrol anyway and need to stop so we’ll look at it 

when we get to seven eleven.”  

Autumn tied back her hair and nodded slowly turning around and looking at the dog again. 

A few minutes later I pulled up to the 7/11 the dark orange lights casting a reflection on Autumns 

fair skin.  
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Chapter two: Autumn 

 That’s Convenient 
 

I take a moment to process what just happened but I just can’t get my head around it. The 

orange and green hue bouncing off the bonnet of the blue Hilux illuminates Vance’s tan 

complexion. He’s just sitting there looking out into the empty parking lot, he looks unbothered 

meanwhile, my mind is running a marathon trying to keep up with what has unfolded tonight.  

“Are we going to talk about what just happened or are we just going to sit here awkwardly?” I 

asked in a timid voice.  

Vance turned his head now facing me; his eyes staring at me bewildered. 

“Do you really want to talk about what happened?” Vance responded. 

“No I really want some food, we can talk about it later” I dismiss.  

I slowly get out of the car giving the Border Collie in the back a quick glance while Vance picks 

him up and puts him in the back seat of the car. I walk into the 7/11 the cold air attacks my bare 

skin. Vance and I have a quick discussion trying to figure out what we need, we only have the 

money that we stole from his Mum and the fifty dollar note in my wallet. The list was narrowed 

down to three items, food, water and a first aid kit. Vance was in charge of the food,  a decision 

that I regretted almost immediately while I was in charge of the rest. It took us almost 20 

minutes to get everything that we needed. We meet in front of the first aisle. 

“Wow, because marshmallows are so nutritious!” I roll my eyes at his lack of common sense. 

“Whatever, I’m getting them anyway.” Vance grabs another packet and walks towards the 

counter placing all the products in a heap. The cashier scans each item slowly, not losing eye 

contact with either of us. I stand there awkwardly and look over at Vance who meets my gaze. 

“Slurpee?”  He asks. 

“No”  

“But they’re so good!” He turns around and gestures towards the machines. 

“But I don’t care!” I respond with my hands on my hips. His shoulders drop, knowing I’ve won 

this argument.  We thank the cashier and walk in silence back to the Ute. Vance runs his fingers 

through his wavy hair and rests his forehead on the steering wheel.  
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Chapter three: Vance 

 And I would walk Five Hundred Miles 
 

“I think we are both to blame, it was more of a communal effort to be completely honest.” Vance 

started.  

Autumn’s mouth hung open “THAT WOMAN ATTACKED ME AND SUDDENLY I AM TO 

BLAME?” she yelled  

“Woah woah woah calm it, I never said it was your fault I said we were both to blame”  

Autumn's face grew red and her fists clenched together. 

“DOES THIS LOOK LIKE MY PROBLEM VANCE?” she responds furiously. 

“DOES IT LOOK LIKE MINE?” I raised my voice, “ I NEVER ASKED FOR THIS EITHER” 

“PULL. OVER.” She seethed.  

“We are going 100 kilometers per hour I am not pulling over!” I exclaimed  

Autumn's hand was already on the door, “I will duck and roll if you do not pull over Vance I 

swear to God”  

I hastily pulled over and stalled the car, glared as Autumn jumped out and stood on the grass. 

“What now princess? Are you happy? There is nowhere to go! You are ages away from the 7/11 

and it's a long walk back home”  

Autumn stood stock still for a second then ignored my words and marched forward - never for a 

second looking back. “COME BACK” I yelled quickly growing annoyed with the girl, she ignored 

me yet again and continued walking, stumbling over some rocks as she held her head up high. I 

quickly got out of the car and locked the doors leaving poor scooter sitting in the front seats. I 

dashed towards Autumn and stood in front of her small figure. “Stop running from your 

problems”  

Her eyes grew wide “WE ARE LITERALLY ON THE RUN VANCE, I DON'T THINK YOU CAN 

LECTURE ME ON THAT” I grew tired of her attitude quickly and pulled her over my shoulder as 

she screamed “THIS IS KIDNAPPING”  

“I’ll just add it to the list of the illegal things I’ve done today” I said annoyed; throwing her next to 

Scooter I hopped into the driver's seat again and locked the door from the inside and started up 

the car once again. “God you irritate me” She snapped. “Well, I don’t care,” I said slightly smiling 

as I drove onto the road again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Autumn Falls 

  7 

Chapter four: Autumn:  

Mountains Speak Louder than Words 
 

It felt like we had been driving for hours on end. I hadn't said a word to Vance since last night’s 

outburst. I couldn't help but to stare at him, he was good-looking, a bit of an idiot but still good-

looking. 

“The Blue Mountains?” Vance read aloud with confusion in his voice. 

I’ve heard of the blue mountains before, I’ve seen photos and they look amazing”  

“I see boring rocks and the occasional tree.” Vance chuckles. 

“We need to rest soon,” I state knowing that he hasn’t stopped for hours. 

He pulls the car over to an information point. I run my finger along the painted wood of the sign.  

“Here!, it's only like five minutes away,” I yell to Vance who is sitting tiredly in the driver's seat.  

I pull out my phone and take a picture of the map and hop back in the car. I direct Vance along 

the road to the picnic spot. I hop out of the Ute and the fresh air fills my sinuses. 

“For rocks, they’re nice” Vance exclaims as he opens the door of the back seat to let Scooter 

out. I walk over to a ledge and lean on the fence with my head in my hands.  

“How did we get here? It was just a school project how did it go so wrong?” I think to myself. 

In my peripheral I can see Vance walking over to me, his jet black hair flowing in the wind. 

“Hey, I know I messed up and I’m sorry what my mum did that to you. I was just in the moment I 

didn't mean anything that I said.” Vance apologized. 

“It’s ok, I know I messed up. Let’s just put this behind us and focus on what's in front of us even 

if it means running from the law.” I say in return with a small giggle.  

Vance cracks a smile and turns away to run over to Scooter. I turn my head back to the 

mountains, the setting sun drenching the peaks with its golden glow. I play with strands of my 

hair that overhang my face and start to eat the corn-chips Vance had opened. After our 

makeshift dinner, I see Vance jump into the tray of the Ute. A blanket and pillows had been set 

up making butterflies erupt in my stomach. I stumble back in realization. Was I falling for him? 

Did he even like me or did he just tolerate me, I couldn’t tell I jump into the tray of the Ute and 

Vance gestured me to sit down. I pull the thin blanket over my legs and curl up next to him. We 

were looking at the stars for what seemed like forever. I pointed towards a formation in awe of 

its beauty. 

“That’s Bootes” 

“I prefer booty” He smirks. My eyebrows furrow but I keep gazing at the stars. The pitch black 

background reminds me of his gorgeous hair. 

“How do you even know this stuff” He questions. 

“I spend a lot of time by myself so why not just get lost in the sky.” I look over at him.  

“Well just your luck that you decided to get lost with me.” Vance rolls over and looks directly into 

my eyes. The reflection of the moon highlighting his features.  

“Well I didn’t necessarily have a choice now did I.” I say sitting up slightly with my cheek resting 

on my fist.  

“Are really going to bring that up again?”  

“Nope I’m going to sleep, goodnight” I huff as I get into a comfortable position. Scooter lets out a 

small bark before snuggling against my stomach. His warmth makes me smile and just before I 

drift off I hear a small whisper.  
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“Good night Autumn,” 
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Chapter five: Vance 

 The Open Road 
 

I slowly stretched, my eyes adjusting to the bright light that surrounded the car, I glanced at the 

small girl next to me curled up with Scooter, both sleeping soundly despite the birds noisily 

crowing in the trees. I reached into the back and pulled out my notebook and the old pen that I 

have used since year 9. I began to sketch an outline of Autumn slowly, every once and a while I 

glanced at her making sure she was still asleep. She looked peaceful like the events of the last 

few days had no effect on her, her brown hair was up in a messy bun with strands of it perfectly 

framing her face.  She started to stir so I put my notebook away with a half-drawn Autumn, in 

the pages.  

“Good Morning,” I say as she opens her eyes.  

She squints as she says “ Yeah, Good morning” rubbing her eyes.  

She sat up and rubbed Scooters ears as he still slept on. “Do you want something to eat? I’m 

pretty sure we have like muesli bars and if you are really lucky we have half a packet of 

marshmallows left” I rambled off nervously thinking of the fact that she may have seen my 

drawing. How creepy would that be? You run off with a guy who you don’t know much about 

and then later he’s drawing you in the middle of nowhere. One thing that I’ve learnt about 

relationships is that you can’t come on too strong, that's how things spiral out of control and you 

are left alone in your ex-girlfriend's house with nothing but your boxers on - but not to be 

specific. We eat in silence with the occasional yelp coming from Scooter chasing birds around 

us. Dumping everything in the back of the truck we clamber into the car again and set off yet 

again to the open road. 
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Chapter six: Autumn 

Whoop Whoop 
 

The windows were down and Scooters head was out the window. The cool breeze was blowing 

through my hair knotting it at every opportunity. I rolled up the window and my hair looked like a 

teased mess. 

I giggled slightly as the wind blew through Vance’s hair as well, He looked like a low budget 

Robbie Rotten from Lazy Town.. He smiled at me “What’s up?”  

“Nothing” I replied staring at him with a smirk upon my face but glancing away once he caught 

my eye,  

“Hey I got to thinking, I feel really bad what my mum said to you regarding you know that whole 

situation, you are beautiful either way in my opinion, no seriously! You are one of the prettiest 

person I’ve ever seen and I’ve been to a Taylor swift concert once..”  

“Why were you at a Taylor Swift concert?” I asked with a giggle, “Even I haven’t been to a 

Taylor Swift Concert.” 

He went slightly red.  

“That's another story but the point is you shouldn’t listen to my Mum. Or anyone else who said 

anything mean about you, she’s mentally insane.” Vance explained. 

I sigh, “I’ve dealt with it for ages buddy, You get used to it really! And you figure out where they 

sell the best full coverage foundation” I say pointing to the biggest patch pale skin on my neck. 

Vance glances at me again,  

“Still beautiful” he mutters under his breath 

I blush and turn my face away from his. Thoughts and questions are circling around my head 

like how does he think I’m beautiful with my vitiligo and why do I feel butterflies in my stomach 

when we lock eyes? Some time passes and I point at the a sign that says Wagga-Wagga and I 

turn to Vance confused 

 “And that means what?” he looks me dead in the eye “WOOP WOOP”  

We both stay silent for a moment then we break out in a huge laughter. We both shake with 

laughter as tears roll down our face, every time I try to regain my composure I hear a kettle like 

sound coming from Vance and I’m laughing again.  

“You sound like a dying cat!” I say under my breath. He swerves slightly off the road when I 

state that remark.  

Scooter yelps slightly at the movement and Vance rubs his head as an apology. “HEY!” I yell, 

“There’s a diner up there with actual food!”  

Vance smiles and takes the next exit, “I’m excited for….” He squints “Hot Pigs?” 
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Chapter seven: Vance  

Heartfelt Conversations with a Bootylicious Man 
 

The diner that we passed smelled like grease and off meat, but it was our only option if we 

wanted something fresh and hot. Right next to the diner there was a Caltex and I fueled up the 

car so that we can continue on to Melbourne. “Hot Pigs” was the diner name and it lived up to 

our expectations, the only things on the menu were pork, bacon and other pig-related meats 

with the one exception - the special of the day being “mystery meat”. Once inside we sat in a 

booth near the window so we could keep an eye on scooter in the car the window was so he 

wouldn’t get hot and we left some water in a bowl for him. The waiter walked over towards us, 

he was around our age with blond hair and blue eye and a good build he must play football or 

something. Looking over at Autumn I could tell she was checking him out, A tight feeling erupted 

in my chest - It wasn’t anger or sadness it was a sort of longing that I never honestly want to feel 

again. The thought of Autumn liking another guy physically made my stomach hurt and 

honestly? I hated it. We ate our meals in silence the only exception being the yelling out back 

about the supposed “gas leak” I signaled for the check as Autumn left for the bathroom, the man 

(his name tag reading Geoff) slid into the seat across from me.  

“You are so whipped’ he states. 

 I choke on my water, “no way!”  

He smirked, “Yes way, no guy looks at a girl like that unless they have been married for 17 and 

a half years”.  

“Listen. Geoff. Buddy. That girl, she’s beautiful and smart and super nice but I’m not in love with 

her, I don’t do love anymore.”  

Geoff stares at me as if I have grown a 2nd head, “I may be gay but that doesn’t mean I don’t 

have eyes, you may be letting the best thing in your life walk away. He stands quickly and 

watches me pay just as Autumn comes back into the room.  

“Thank you for your service sir and I hope you have a really amazing day” He smiles quickly and  

I stand up, “Let’s go Autumn.”  
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Chapter eight 

 Red, White and OMG 
 

Vance was angry, I could see it in his face. His jaw was tensed like it was closed shut, his 

eyebrows were facing downward covering his dark brown eyes. 

“Hey, what's up” I asked cautiously 

“Just something that the waiter told me” he replied 

“Aww, Vancey’s upset” I jokingly say. 

“Autumn just drop it, okay I’m not in the mood.” Vance says tensely  

My heart drops, I reach over into the back of the Ute and grab Scooter’s attention. I pull the hot 

chips wrapped in napkins out of the pocket in the jeans and feed them to him. Some time 

passes and Vance hasn’t said a word since the diner and I wonder what he’s thinking. 

“Hey, are you sure you're okay because you haven’t said anything in like forever?” I ask him. 

“Yeah, I guess so that prick in the diner was triggering me. It’s nothing for you to worry about, 

trust me.” Vance says with a slight sweetness in his voice. In the distance I see a police car.  

“Vance… Tell me you have your license?” I ask concerned. 

“Yeah, Why?” he replies. 

I point out the police car in the distance and Vance mutters a cuss word under his breath. He 

pull the Ute over to the side of the road and reaches to the bag in the backseat. He frantically 

rummages through the duffel bag and pulls out his wallet. 

“Can you find my license please? I’m going to put Scooter in the tray.” he asked me. 

He Jumps out of the car and opens the door for Scooter. He lets him have a pit stop and 

leashes him onto the tray. Vance gets back in the car, hides his mums wallet and put’s his seat 

belt on. The car starts and we approach the police car. The policeman gestures us over and 

Vance rolls down the window. 

“Hi there, I would like you to participate in a random breath test please.” the policeman asks 

Vance. Vance agrees and follows the directions the policeman instructed. He waved Vance on 

and I let a huge sigh out. We start laughing. 

“I was so worried.” I exclaim 

“Me too I thought we were going to jail!” Vance replies.  

“Hey Vance can we pull over please I need to go.” I ask him 

He pulls the Ute over and I get out. I go around the back and stand there for a while letting the 

cool breeze pass across me. I heard a door close shut and Vance pops around the corner. 

“What’s up?” he asks, concerned. 

“Nothing just thinking.” I reply. 

I could feel Vance’s hands on my waist and he turns his body to face mine. His body becomes 

closer and his face is almost at mine. Suddenly, his lips are touching mine and the most 

amazing feeling rushed through my body. I close my eyes and grab his face pulling it closer to 

mine. Then out of the blue he wants it to go further, his hands on my bum. I pull away.  

“Woah, woah, woah slow down! ” I say to him my eyes opening wide and a frown washes over 

my face. I walk away in anger and embarrassment and go back in the car and slam the door 

behind me.  



Autumn Falls 

  13 

Chapter nine: Vance 

 Almost there  

 

We are sitting silently in the car again and I swear I would rather throw myself into the depths of 

Hell then spend another minute with Autumn. Don’t get me wrong I like Autumn like a lot, like a 

lot but I would rather die than be with her at this very moment. I slowly start the car and drive 

along again. Autumn speaks quietly “Can we go to Lunar Park?” I turn to her  

“I guess so” I start to tune out again focusing on the road and the quiet thump of Scooters tail. 

“What’s going to happen once this is all over Vance? Because I know whatever this is can’t go 

back to normal, We were nearly criminals!” Autumn exclaimed fiddling with her hands. I sigh “I 

have no idea, I’ll probably figure something out though, you can go back to your family I guess” 

 She shakes her head “I don’t know if I want to.”  

“Why not?” 

“Because I don’t want to go back to school and live that life anymore, I want to keep doing this, I 

want to keep hanging around with you Vance!” My hands clench the steering wheel - “Well 

sometimes it doesn’t feel like that Autumn.” She chooses to ignore that comment and continues 

on. “Do we have to go back?”  

“No we don’t have to go back, not if you want to stay in Melbourne” 

“Not if you want to stay with me” I say  

Autumn is quiet for a minute and I think I have overstepped my boundaries. I have already 

ruined my chances with her and now I have basically put my foot in my mouth. I am an idiot  

Autumn smiles softly “I’d like that. But only when we aren’t criminals anymore and this has all 

settled down.” I blush. “Yeah, that’d be great.” Autumn slowly falls asleep leaning on my 

shoulder as I drive and for once I’m not worried about the safety risks. 
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Chapter Ten 

I am Drawn to You 
 

When I awake I am suddenly in the carpark of Luna Park, unless Vance learnt teleportation I 

guessed that we had arrived and i had fallen asleep. I see Vance staring at me with a pencil in 

his hand and smile on his face. I don’t think he was aware that I had woken up already.  

“What's that?” I ask curiously. 

He flinches and closes the book with great hesitation. 

“Uhh, nothing.” he says whilst stashing the book away in the duffel bag. 

I reach in anyway and pull out the notebook and look at a drawing of myself,  

“Holy crap. Vance that’s amazing! Is that me?” I say surprised. 

“Yeah…” he replies blushing. 

His eyes meet with mine and we stare at each other in silence.  

“I’ve been working on it ever since we met honestly.” Vance grabs my hand suddenly  

“Hey, let’s go in!”  

I jump out of the car in excitement, I've been dying to come back to Melbourne forever. 

“Hey, where's Scooter?” I ask. 

“He’s in your unit, I put him there last night while you were asleep, the keys were under the 

welcome mat. Aren't you scared of intruders when you stay there?” 

I look at Vance rolled my eyes and then smile not answering his question, then we walk up to 

the park hand in hand and pay for two tickets. We spend the day running around the park, going 

on rides and having the best time. This was better than I ever could have imagined. The sun 

was setting and the last thing we had not been on was the Ferris wheel. We step into the line 

and wait our turn for a carriage. The ride conductor ushers us on and he looks familiar, but his 

name tag read “Otto”. I smiled at him anyway and entered the carriage with Vance behind me. 

He locked us in the carriage and the ride started jolting us forwards then backwards. The ride 

was slow but romantic. We were sitting next to each other hands together. I was pointing out the 

sights of Melbourne and with eyes locked with mine. Our fingers intertwined and I slid closer to 

him. His gazed entranced me and I put my hand to his face. We started to get closer and my 

breath is become deeper. Finally our lips touch and it was the most magical thing that had ever 

happened in my life. He grabbed my waist and pulled in closer. It lasted forever and I didn’t want 

it to end. It ended. I smiled and then giggled. 

“I love you Autumn Foster” Vance whispered in my ear. 

“I love you too Vance Davis” I say in reply. 

The ride comes to a halt and we step off the ride. The day was over and we walked out of the 

park and stop in the carpark. 

“So where do you want to go now?” Vance asked me  

“Anywhere, as long as it’s with you” I replied  

 

 

 

The end 
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